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Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts
and
Determination of Significance
Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance. The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact.
Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not
have a significant adverse environmental impact. By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its
determination of significance.
Reasons Supporting This Determination:
To complete this section:
• Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude. Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.
• Assess the importance of the impact. Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.
• The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
• Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where
there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.
• Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
• For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that
no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
• Attach additional sheets, as needed.
An evaluation of Part 2 of this FEAF did not result in identification of any moderate to large adverse impacts. The adoption of the zoning and subdivision
local laws itself will not create any adverse environmental impacts. Future development projects that may be regulated by this zoning law and subdivision
law may have adverse impacts and those will be evaluated as projects come before the Town.
This action is to update the zoning and the subdivision law so that they are consistent with the Towns adopted Comprehensive Plan. At its essence, the
proposed zoning and subdivision elevates the importance of environmental resources in the Town of Waterford and imposes stricter regulations that will
serve to be more protective of the environment. Thus the impacts of adopting this law will be beneficial to the environment, not adverse.
This zoning update includes specific techniques (such as use of conservation subdivision) that is more protective of the environment. It establishes
regulations, review criteria, and planning processes that require more intensive review and protection of the natural and environmental features in
Waterford. The proposed zoning enhances site plan review and special use permit evaluation of projects related to the environment, adds design
standards and other regulations to maintain and enhance community character, and fully establishes that protection of the environment is a significant
purpose of the proposed regulations. The proposed subdivision law enhances the review process, ensures consistency between Waterford process and
that authorized by NYS Town law, and most importantly, adds the conservation subdivision method for designing major subdivisions. This step alone will
be beneficial to the environment by ensuring protection of open spaces and primary conservation areas when a major subdivision occurs. Thus, for these
reasons and others as additionally articulated in the FEAF Part I, Section F, the Town Board has determined that there will be no significant adverse
impacts resulting from the adoption of the proposed updated Town of Waterford zoning law (Chapter 161) and the updated Town of Waterford subdivision
law (Chapter 166).

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions
SEQR Status:

✔ Type 1


 Unlisted

✔ Part 1
Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project: 

✔ Part 2


✔ Part 3

FEAF 2019

Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information
Town of Waterford Comprehensive Plan

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the
as lead agency that:

Town of Waterford Town Board

✔ A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact

statement need not be prepared. Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued.

 B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency:

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative
declaration is issued. A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.7(d)).
 C. This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those
impacts. Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued.
Name of Action:

Adoption of Updated Zoning Law (Chapter 161)

Name of Lead Agency:

Town of Waterford Town Board

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency:
Title of Responsible Officer:

John Lawler

Town Supervisor

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency:
Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer)

Date:
Nan Stolzenburg

Date:

August 3, 2021

For Further Information:
Contact Person: Dave Woodin
Address:

65 Broad Street, Waterford, NY 12188

Telephone Number: 518-888-6982
E-mail: woodind@town.waterford.ny.us
For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to:
Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of)
Other involved agencies (if any)
Applicant (if any)
Environmental Notice Bulletin: http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html
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